
Next Home Game – Saracens vs Cardiff

In the second game of this season’s EDF Anglo Welsh Cup Saracens take on Cardiff Blues, in the first of three home games back to back, in three different competitions! The match against Cardiff on Sunday 8th October (3pm KO) is sure to be an interesting encounter with a number of Welsh international players on show, including ex-Saracen Tom Shanklin. 

The following weeks will see Saracens take on Bath in the Guinness Premiership (Sun 15th Oct), followed by Glasgow in the European Challenge Cup (Sun 22nd Oct). With three clubs from three different countries, we’re dubbing it the ‘Battle of Britain’. Don’t miss out on some great rugby at Vicarage Road in October. 

Next Game – London Irish vs Saracens 

Saracens face last season's dark horses London Irish at the Madjeski Stadium in the opening round of the newly named EDF Energy Cup.

Neither side progressed to the knockout stages of the competition last time round with Cardiff and Wasps too strong, but this season the Pool could be a lot closer.

Saracens beat Irish at Vicarage Road in the competition last season but then came unstuck against Cardiff at the Arms Park. With the fixtures reversed this time round, Irish hold the advantage.

Player News

De Kock looking to face challenge head on...
After seven years of action with Western Province and The Stormers, Neil de Kock decided this summer that it was time for a fresh challenge and after spending his first week with his new team mates, he’s confident that he made the right decision to join Saracens.

By swapping Cape Town for London and the Super 14 for the Guinness Premiership, he’s moved out of the comfort zone and it’s that new challenge that made his decision even easier when Director of Rugby Alan Gaffney offered him the chance to join Saracens.

“I’ve only had a few training sessions and been in the country for a week, but already I know this is a good set-up and the guys have made me feel very welcome so I’m delighted too have made the move,” explained the 27-year-old Springbok international.

A rugby career that saw him start out at a small club called Griffins in Northern Free State, he then moved to Cape Town and spent seven successful years in the Currie Cup with Western Province and has been a regular for the Super 14 outfit The Stormers.

“I just felt that I needed to do something fresh and a new challenge,” he added. “The standard here is just as high if not higher than back in South Africa and is competitive every week. It’s a challenge I’m relishing and will be tackling head on.”

The Premiership is home to a number of South African players over the past few seasons. But whereas some could have been accused of coming to England to finish off their careers, de Kock is not one of them.

“It’s a lot easier for South African players to move to England with there being no time difference and there has always been a number of guys playing over here,” he explained. “A lot of people will always speculate about players coming over here to finish off their careers, but that’s not the case with me. I believe I’ve still got a lot to offer and that I’m playing good rugby. I’m still only 27 and, injury permitting, I’ve still got a lot of years left.”

The scrum half has 10 caps for South Africa and although it’s been a while since he pulled on the national jersey, he’s not given hope of playing for the Springboks once again.

He added: “It’s something that is still in the back of my mind. But my priority now is to play well for Saracens and add value where I can. If it happens, it would be a bonus and I certainly wouldn’t say no. But in leaving South Africa, my focus has shifted completely and I’m concentrated on Saracens.”

Having moved to London with his wife, along with getting used to his new surroundings at the training ground, he’s also just started the task of house hunting.

“I’ve been to London a few times and booth of us are looking forward to living here. When I knew Saracens were interested in adding depth at halfback, it seemed the obvious choice and I knew Cobus Visagie and other guys who have played here and said how much they enjoyed it. I was keen for a move so it’s something that has worked out well for everyone.”

After a 30 minute spell as a replacement in the A-League game at Gloucester on Monday night, his speed, quick delivery and tactical kicking were visible for all to see and he stressed there is more to come as he adapts to his new team and surroundings - and benefits from the coaching of Kyran Bracken.

“I worked with Kyran for the first time on Tuesday morning,” he explained. “It was a great session and he’s already helped me in how I can improve areas of my game and that’s what I’m looking to do here. I can only benefit from working with someone who has that experience and has played at that level for a number of years.”
Good win for the A-Team down at Kingsholm…

Tries from Tomas de Vedia and Tom Loizides gave Saracens a 14-3 victory at Gloucester in the Guinness A-League on Monday night.

Apart from the win for the Men In Black, the match also saw 80 minutes of rugby for Andy Farrell and a debut for scrum half Neil de Kock, who came on as a replacement for Moses Rauluni after 49 minutes.

After an early penalty miss from Mark Davies, he found his range minutes later to give the home side the lead after nine minutes.

But Saracens went into the lead after 15 minutes with a cleverly worked try. A catch and drive on the halfway line took the ball forward 15 metres before it was delivered to Alex Goode. The fly half sent a low kick through the onrushing Gloucester defensive line and it allowed Tom Loizides to hack on towards the line and he collected the ball to touch down under the posts. Goode converted.

Goode missed a simple kick midway through the half to extend the lead and twice Ben Broster made fine breaks, cutting a good line from midfield, but that was all the action in a largely forgettable opening 40 minutes.

The first half ended as it had begun with Davies sending a three-point attempt wide of the posts.

Saracens increased their lead after the interval when a terrific break by Goode on halfway ended with Tomas de Vedia crashing over in the corner. Goode added the extras from the touchline.

As the kick was being taken, Neil de Kock was given his Saracens debut, on as a replacement for Moses Rauluni.

Paul Gustard saw yellow in the 67th minute when he didn’t roll away at the tackle when quick ball would have seen Gloucester almost certainly score a try and Tevita Vaikona was also carded late-on for pulling back Charlie Sharples inside the Gloucester half when the wing looked as if he was set to break away in acres of space.

Late on, Saracens were camped on the Gloucester line, but they were unable to add to their score.
Community News…

Saracens Premier Rugby Camps 2006

 

Saracens Premier Rugby Camps are now available for October and Christmas school holidays. We are hosting a Kicking Clinic at the training ground on which Glen Jackson, Andy Farrell and Thomas Castaignede will all be in attendance to pass on their tips and knowledge. In addition to this we are running two courses in tandem at Dunstablians and Letchworth.

Monday 23rd October- Kicking Clinic- University of Hertfordshire- Sports Village

Wednesday 25th to Friday 27th October- 3 Day Course- Dunstablians RFC

Wednesday 25th to Friday 27th October- 3 Day Course– Bishops Stortford

Thursday 21st to Friday 22nd December- 2 Day Course- Old Merchant Taylor’s (Croxley Green)

Thursday 21st to Friday 22nd December- 2 Day Course- Letchworth RFC


Click here for further information or to book your place
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