
Next Home Game – Saracens vs Cardiff

In the second game of this season’s EDF Anglo Welsh Cup Saracens take on Cardiff Blues, in the first of three home games back to back, in three different competitions! The match against Cardiff on Sunday 8th October (3pm KO) is sure to be an interesting encounter with a number of Welsh international players on show, including ex-Saracen Tom Shanklin. 

The following weeks will see Saracens take on Bath in the Guinness Premiership (Sun 15th Oct), followed by Glasgow in the European Challenge Cup (Sun 22nd Oct). With three clubs from three different countries, we’re dubbing it the ‘Battle of Britain’. Don’t miss out on some great rugby at Vicarage Road in October. 

Next Game – Sale Sharks vs Saracens 

Saracens Director of Rugby Alan Gaffney has named an unchanged starting XV for Friday night’s Guinness Premiership clash at Sale Sharks.

The only changes for the Men In Black following their 44-20 victory over Newcastle Falcons last weekend come on the bench with Paul Gustard and Tevita Vaikona named as replacements instead of injured duo Ross Laidlaw and Thomas Castaignede.

Castaignede suffered a reoccurrence of a calf injury in training this week and is ruled out while Laidlaw picked up a shoulder knock last weekend. Richard Haughton is still ruled out with a shoulder problem although it is hoped that both he and Laidlaw will be able to return to training next week. Shane Byrne, Ben Broster, Tom Ryder, Andy Farrell and Moses Rauluni make up the rest of the bench as Gaffney names five forwards.

“We wanted to reward the starting XV for their efforts against Newcastle last weekend,” explained Gaffney. “We were pleased with the win against Newcastle but there are areas we still need to work on and we know we face a tough test up at Edgeley Park on Friday. They are a very physical side and have some very good players so we know that we will have to improve our performance levels against them.”

Player News

Farrell happy to get stuck in...

Andy Farrell made his long-awaited first team debut against Newcastle Falcons at Vicarage Road on Sunday and got a nice warm welcome to the 15-man game.

After getting caught on the wrong side of the ruck, he was given a warm reminder from the boots of some of the Newcastle pack not to get caught in the wrong position, but he wasn't bothered one bit.

"To be honest, after being out of the contact and match situation for so long, it was nice to get a bit of a shoeing," he explained. "It wasn't too bad and if you put yourself in those positions, sometimes you can't get out of them."

With 65 minutes of A-League action and 15 minutes of first team action under his belt, by his own admission, there is still plenty of work ahead for Farrell but he was a pleased man to finally run out on the Vicarage Road turf.

He said: "When you are on the bench, you could be called into action from the first minute so you keep yourself warmed up throughout. But I'd run up and down the touchline a few times already during the game and in the end I was just relieved to get on.

"It is difficult to come off the bench especially with only a short time remaining. We pretty much had the game wrapped up by then and there was a lot of replacements so the game got a bit scrappy. But overall it was a decent game and we played well. We were very much in control and it was an improvement on our last two performances."

Farrell's first action of the game saw him leaping in the air to take a lineout which led to Saracens final try of the day when Shane Byrne crossed the line.

"I'm not sure if it was a case of leaping like a salmon, probably it was more like a whale!" he explained. "I'd been sat on the bench with Shane for most of the game and I'm not sure if he decided to throw it to me as a bit of a welcome. I think it may have surprised our lads more than the opposition, but these are some of the things I've been working on and obviously, there is still a lot ahead of me."

Saracens travel to Sale Sharks on Friday night and for Farrell, there is a chance to come up against his former Wigan team mate Jason Robinson.

He said: "I had a long message from Jason the other day so I doubt I will speak to him this week and obviously it's up to the coaches as to whether I will be named in the squad for the game. But we know that Sale are a top class side and it will be a tough test for us to go up there. But we can take a lot from the performance against Newcastle."
Raiwalui Named as Pacific Islands Captain

Simon Raiwalui has been named as captain of the Pacific Islands touring side for their test matches against Wales, Scotland and Ireland in November.

Raiwalui is joined in the 28-man squad by Moses Rauluni and Kameli Ratuvou along with Census Johnson who will be joining up with the Men In Black following the completion of the three-match series.

The Pacific Islands side, a squad made up of players from Fiji, Samoa and Tonga, play Wales on November 11th before facing Scotland on November 18th and Ireland on November 26th.

Community News…

Saracens Premier Rugby Camps 2006

 

Saracens Premier Rugby Camps are now available for October and Christmas school holidays. We are hosting a Kicking Clinic at the training ground on which Glen Jackson, Andy Farrell and Thomas Castaignede will all be in attendance to pass on their tips and knowledge. In addition to this we are running two courses in tandem at Dunstablians and Letchworth.

Monday 23rd October- Kicking Clinic- University of Hertfordshire- Sports Village

Wednesday 25th to Friday 27th October- 3 Day Course- Dunstablians RFC

Wednesday 25th to Friday 27th October- 3 Day Course– Bishops Stortford

Thursday 21st to Friday 22nd December- 2 Day Course- Old Merchant Taylor’s (Croxley Green)

Thursday 21st to Friday 22nd December- 2 Day Course- Letchworth RFC


Click here for further information or to book your place
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