	
Next Game…

London Wasps vs Saracens

TWICKENHAM

Sat 2nd September
London Double Header - have you claimed yours yet? 

Saracens face Wasps on the opening day of the season at Twickenham as part of the London Double Header and Season Ticket Holders are reminded that you are entitled to a 10% discount on any tickets you book for your friends and family.

By now, all Season Ticket Holders should have received their books and forms to claim their ticket for the showpiece event on Saturday 2nd September when Saracens play Wasps at 4.20pm and London Irish face Harlequins at 2pm. Your ticket gets you entry to both games.

There will be plenty of action on the pitch, but the West Car Park is also set to be transformed into a Fans’ Village with more details being announced nearer the date.

Only current Season Ticket Holders can claim the 10% discount for friends and family tickets. Just follow the instructions on the London Double Header Priority Application Form. If you have not yet received your form or season ticket booklet, please call the ticket office on 01923 475222
Headlines…

London Double Header- Pre Match Activities- 

In addition to the matches, the morning will be taken up by a festival of rugby based at The Stoop (Harlequins ground, Twickenham). This will include Tag rugby games for U8-U10 players and also coaching sessions for U11-U13s players (06/07 Season)  

We are delighted to offer you the chance to take a place at the Coaching Sessions which will allow every participant to be taught by coaches and players from EACH of the FOUR teams involved in the day. The session will run from 10.45am-12.15pm and will cost £25 (which will include a ticket for the games at Twickenham).

There are only 5 places left for Saracens Supporters, so you will need to be quick in order to secure your place. To do so please email richardgregg@saracens.net and request an application form. 

Saracens unveil NEW home shirt... 
The start of the new season is just two months away and preparations for 2006/07 are well and truly underway with the launch of the new Saracens home shirt.

The Men In Black will be running out in the new kit when the season begins on Saturday 2nd September against Wasps as part of the London Double Header at Twickenham, as well as wearing it in their pre-season warm-up fixtures.

The design remains predominantly black, the traditional colour of the home shirt, but this season sees the re-introduction of flashes of red. To complete the playing strip, the squad will wear black shorts and black socks when in action on the field.

“We were keen that the Saracens shirt would stand out from those of other clubs working with the same manufacturer and to that end Kooga were very open to us providing our own design suggestions.” commented Robin Bye, Saracens Brand & Media Manager.

A number of different designs for the home and change jersey were produced and input was sought from a variety of groups, which included representatives from the playing squad, supporter base and from Saracens’ Retail Partner, Mark Townsend of the Real Sports shop.

Recognising the range of sizes that rugby supporters come in, the new replica playing jerseys will be available from XS Boys (around 4-5 years) right up to 4XL (to fit a 52-54” chest). The shirts will be priced at £39 for juniors and £49 for adults.

Whilst the red flashes down the side of the shirt have proved to have a ‘slimming effect’ that Trinny & Susannah would be proud of, we are aware that not all supporters appreciate the tighter-fitting top and we are pleased to advise that we will also be stocking a ‘supporter-style’ shirt. 

This looser fit cotton shirt with long sleeves and traditional collar and will be exclusive to and only available from Saracens Retail. The supporters’ shirt will be available in September and will be offered in a range of sizes from S Boys to 4XL and will retail at £45 for adults and £35 for juniors. 

The new ‘change’ shirt will not be available to purchase until some time in August (dates to be confirmed) and further details of availability, along with the grand unveiling, will be on saracens.com

Those full paying adult season ticket holders who have already committed to the club for the coming season will have received a priority order form, offering them £10 off the new replica home playing jersey, as a small gesture of our appreciation for the support, and the opportunity to collect their shirt on a special preview night.

Online pre-ordering for all other supporters will be available from Saturday 8th July, with delivery week commencing Monday 31st July. Special events will be held in both the Watford and St Albans branches of the Real Sports shop at the end of July where supporters will be able to come and purchase their new shirts and browse the new merchandise range for 06/07.

Click here to view the new shirt in the online shop.
Player News… 

Samoan adds weight to Saracens pack 

Saracens have added pace and power to their forward pack with the recruitment of Samoan second row Pelu Taele Pavihi.

The highly-rated 24-year-old international, currently with New Zealand club side Otago, will join up with the Men In Black following the completion of his NPC commitments.

The 6ft 6ins second row has been a regular for Samoa since breaking into the national side at the start of last year which included a test start against England in November. More recently, he featured in the Pacific 5 Nations squad with tests against the Junior All Blacks, Fiji, Tonga and Japan.

Saracens Director of Rugby Alan Gaffney said: “Pelu is a talented young player who has already earned international recognition and he will give us added options in the second row next season and we’re delighted he is joining us.

“Having played his club rugby in the NPC in New Zealand with Otago, I’m sure he will fit in well in the Guinness Premiership and we are looking forward to him joining up with the rest of the squad when he completes his club commitments.”

Pavihi made his international debut for Samoa against Tonga in July last year and also made appearances against Fiji, England and Argentina in 2005. 

Factfile:
Name: Pelu Taele-Pavihi
Position: Second Row
Date of Birth: 28/9/81
Height: 6ft 6ins (1.98m)
Weight: 17st 13lbs (114kg)
Honours: Samoa
Club: Otago (NPC)

Tomas de Vedia signs up with Saracens

A new face will be joining up with the Saracens squad next week with the club announcing the signing of Argentinian Tomas de Vedia.

The 24-year-old winger joins from San Isidro Club in Buenos Aires and was the leading try scorer in the national competition last season.

The 6ft 2ins de Vedia can also play at full back but it’s been from the wing where he has been attracting international attention which has earned him an Argentina A call-up in recent seasons. He has also been a regular on the IRB World Sevens circuit for his country. 

“Tomas is a very exciting player and we’re delighted to have him as part of the squad,” explained Saracens Director of Rugby Alan Gaffney. “He’s mainly a winger but can play anywhere in the back three and his record for both club and country prove that he is very good at finding the line.

“He is quick and is a very powerful player and we believe he will make an impact here. It’s a great opportunity for him and also for us to sign a talented young player. He arrives in the country later this week and will join up with his new team mates for training from Monday morning.”

Also capped by Argentina at U19 and U21 level, de Vedia burst onto the scene for his club side in 2003 with eight tries in 14 games to help his side win the league that year. His prolific scoring record has continued ever since

Factfile
Name: Tomas de Vedia
Position: Wing/Full Back
Date of Birth: 31/5/82
Height: 6ft 2ins (1.88m)
Weight: 15st 6lbs (98kg)
Honours: Argentina A, 7s, U21, U19
Previous Club: San Isidro (Buenos Aires)

Other News…

Buy one get one free for Middlesex 7s
The Middlesex 7s is just over a month away and all Saracens Season Ticket Holders can take advantage of a buy one get one free ticket offer for the traditional curtain-raiser at Twickenham on Saturday 12th August.

Not only will there be great action on the pitch as the 12 Guinness Premiership teams battle it out to win the title, but with a funfair and a line-up of bands running throughout the day in the West Car Park, you get three different events for the price of one ticket.

This season, there will also see a new playing format with the 12 Premiership clubs from the 2006/07 season drawn into four pools of three teams with every side playing at least two matches – followed by a quarter-final, semi-final and final.

At the end of last season, the Men In Black won the Rosslyn Park 7s when the likes of David Seymour, Richard Haughton, Ben Russell and Tevita Vaikona beat the British Army in the final - and the team will be looking for a repeat performance when they run out at Twickenham next month.

All current Season Ticket Holders should have received an application form to take advantage of the Buy One Get One Free ticket offer included in their Season Ticket book mailing. 

Simply fill in the form and return the details to the Saracens Ticket Office at the address supplied. If you have not received your form, please contact the Ticket Office on 01923 475222.

Charities benefiting from the event include the Wooden Spoon Society and the Professional Rugby Players’ Association Benevolent Fund. Sky Sports will be broadcasting the event live.

Tickets are on sale now priced £25 for adults and £10 for children. Call Ticketmaster on 0870 902 0000 or visit www.Middlesex7s.com
 

Landlord/ladies needed for stars of the future 

You can help play a major role in the development of future Saracens stars by becoming a landlord/lady to accommodate young Academy players aged 16-18.

The Saracens Academy is searching for accommodation for players who are part of the Saracens Elite Player Development Group. They will train as professionals at the Saracens Training Centre but also study as part of the club’s full-time academy programme in partnership with Oaklands College in St Albans

Ideally we are looking for the players to be accommodated in the Hatfield, Welwyn, Smallford, North Watford and St Albans areas. 

Potential landlords/ladies would be required to provide dinner, bed and breakfast for the youngsters from Monday-Thursday with the players returning home at weekends.

Full support will be given from the Saracens Academy and Oaklands College staff and benefits would be an agreed payment per player per month – so help us help the next generation of Saracens stars.

If you can help or have any more questions, contact Matt Davies at mattdavies@saracens.net or call 01707 635191.

Community News…

Saracens Summer Coaching Courses- Book now…

Saracens Rugby Club and their award winning community team can boast one of the most successful and popular rugby coaching courses in the country thanks to the continued support of the professional players and coaches at the club. This summer could be an opportunity for you or someone you know to take part on one of Saracens Summer Coaching Courses.
 

The courses are aimed at young players at mini and junior level and are open to any player who is interested and keen to further develop their skills. Each course is supported by the Saracens Professional Players, passing on their experiences and expertise. Not many young players have the opportunity to meet and work with World Class players such as Richard Hill, Thomas Castaignede or Andy Farrell all in a matter of days. Places for Summer courses are always popular so it is recommended you book early to avoid disappointment. To find out more or to book you r place please see www.rugbycamps.com/saracens
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