	
London Double Header

London Wasps vs Saracens

TWICKENHAM

Sat 2nd September

Saturday 2nd September 2006 will see the new Guinness Premiership Season kick off with London Double Header at England HQ, Twickenham. The event will see London Irish vs newly promoted Harlequins (14.00) and Saracens against London Wasps (16:20). 

Tickets for the London Double Header are on sale now from www.ticketmaster.co.uk, but remember that by renewing or buying a Saracens Season Ticket, you’ll already get entry to what promises to be a fantastic start to the season. See www.saracens.com for more information.

London Double Header- Pre Match Activities- Get Involved…

In addition to the matches, the morning will be taken up by a festival of rugby based at The Stoop (Harlequins ground, Twickenham). This will include Tag rugby games for U8-U10 players and also coaching sessions for U11-U13s players (06/07 Season)  

We are delighted to offer you the chance to take a place at the Coaching Sessions which will allow every participant to be taught by coaches and players from EACH of the FOUR teams involved in the day. The session will run from 10.45am-12.15pm and will cost £25 (which will include a ticket for the games at Twickenham).

There are only 30 places available for Saracens Supporters, so you will need to be quick in order to secure your place. To do so please email richardgregg@saracens.net and request an application form. 

Saracens scoop Citizenship Award... 

Saracens have won the first Parliamentary Rugby Citizenship Award in recognition of their outstanding commitment to their local communities.

Ranked first among the twelve Guinness Premiership clubs, Saracens beat strong competition from finalists Newcastle Falcons and Leicester Tigers.

The judges, who included Andy Reed MP, Graham Russell, Business in the Community and John Bromley, Department of Health, chose the club for “the depth of its commitment to their community and local partnerships, the effectiveness of their work and their willingness to adapt and learn from the work they do.”

“Saracens, more than any other rugby club, show how professional sport has a positive impact in dealing with social issues.  British business should take a closer look at what professional sport is doing and get more involved,” said Derek Wyatt MP, Chairman of the All Party Parliamentary Rugby Group.

The Rugby Citizenship Award is a celebration of Premier Rugby Club’s community outreach programmes, which have a proven track record in tackling social, environment and education issues.

Premier Rugby clubs invest approximately 4-5% of their turnover into community programmes (roughly £2m). 

Across the country, Premier Rugby has over 25 private and public sector community partners and is running (with its clubs and partners) programmes in the fitness, sports, health, education and social inclusion areas.  The schemes are delivered by the full time equivalent of 50 Community Development officers, 100 volunteers and the players.  In total, Premier Rugby clubs contribute 100,000 man hours per year to community work.

Saracens Summer Coaching Courses- Book now…

Saracens Rugby Club and their award winning community team can boast one of the most successful and popular rugby coaching courses in the country thanks to the continued support of the professional players and coaches at the club. This Summer could be an opportunity for you or someone you know to take part on one of Saracens Summer Coaching Courses.
 

The courses are aimed at young players at mini and junior level and are open to any player who is interested and keen to further develop their skills. Each course is supported by the Saracens Professional Players, passing on their experiences and expertise. Not many young players have the opportunity to meet and work with World Class players such as Richard Hill, Thomas Castaignede or Andy Farrell all in a matter of days. Places for Summer courses are always popular so it is recommended you book early to avoid disappointment. To find out more or to book you r place please see www.rugbycamps.com/saracens
Saracens- Employment opportunities…

Saracens currently have the following vacancies and are currently accepting applications for the positions:

Ticketing & Membership Executive  – to start 1st August 2006
Ticketing and Office Administrator  – to start 1st August 2006

Database/Assistant Ticket Office Manager  – to start 1st August 2006

 
Please see attached to this email job descriptions and application procedures.

Pre-season fixtures… 
Saracens will face Gloucester, Rotherham and Newbury in their pre-season preparations – along with the traditional visit to Twickenham at the start of the season for the Middlesex Sevens.

The first match of the pre-season campaign will see a Saracens A side travel to Kingsholm to face Gloucester A on Friday 11th August, kick off 7.30pm.

The following day sees Saracens in action at Twickenham for the Middlesex Sevens where the tournament has a new format this campaign with the 12 Guinness Premiership clubs split in four pools of three teams. Each team will play a minimum of two matches.

Saracens home pre-season fixture will see them face National Division 1 side Rotherham on Saturday 19th August with the game taking place at Old Albanians RFC. Kick off is 4pm.

Ticket and further details for this match will be confirmed nearer the date.

The following Friday, Director of Rugby Alan Gaffney will take his team to face another National Division 1 side with a short trip to Newbury. Kick off on Friday 25th August at the ground in Monks Lane, Newbury is 7.30pm.

Don’t forget that one of the benefits of being a Saracens Season Ticket Holder is a buy one get one free offer for Middlesex Sevens tickets – click here for more information about becoming a Season Ticket Holders.

Player news…

Castaignede straight in at No. 10... 

Saracens' Thomas Castaignede has been handed the No. 10 jersey by France Coach Bernard Laporte for the first time since 2000 for Les Blues first summer test against Romania on Saturday in Bucharest.

Thomas, who usually plays centre or full back for the Men in Black, will take over the fly half spot from Frederic Michalak who has been ruled out of France's June tour because of a shoulder injury suffered in the French championship final against Biarritz last Saturday.

Saracens Director of Rugby Alan Gaffney will be interested to see how Thomas shapes up at the weekend as he starts his twentieth game as play maker for France, possibly giving the gaffer a few things to think about as he gets ready to get his side into shape over the next few months.

After facing Romania, France will travel to South Africa for a single test against the Springboks in Cape Town on June 24

Trio retain their places to face Ireland... 

England Saxons face Ireland A in the Churchill Cup Plate Final on Saturday and Saracens trio Richard Haughton, Ben Johnston and David Seymour have all been named in the starting line-up.

The trio, who were all part of England's victory over Canada last weekend, keep their places for the game as England look to end the tournament on a high. An opening match defeat against Scotland A ended England's chances of winning the whole tournament.

Head Coach John Callard makes six changes for this match, but keeps faith with the Saracens men who all impressed last weekend.

England Saxons

15 Delon Armitage (London Irish)
14 Richard Haughton (Saracens)
13 Ben Johnston (Saracens)
12 Chris Bell (Leeds Tykes)
11 Ayoola Erinle (London Wasps)
10 Dave Walder (Newcastle Falcons)
9 Clive Stuart-Smith (Llanelli Scarlets, capt)

1 David Barnes (Bath Rugby)
2 James Buckland (Leicester Tigers)
3 Stuart Turner (Sale Sharks)
4 James Hudson (Bath Rugby)
5 Nick Kennedy (London Irish)
6 Kieran Roche (London Irish) 
7 David Seymour (Saracens)
8 Kai Horstmann (Worcester Warriors)

Replacements to be confirmed
Raiwalui to lead Fiji against Italy... 

Simon Raiwalui will captain Fiji in a one-off test against Italy in Lautoka on Saturday.

The Saracens second row has skippered Fiji for their two tests in the Pacific Five Nations so far this summer, but with a free weekend in the competition, they will face the Azzuri.

Over the past two weekends, Raiwalui has led the team for matches against the Junior All Blacks and Tonga.

Vaikona to start against All Blacks... 

Tevita Vaikona has kept his place in the Tongan side for their Pacific Five Nations rugby match against the Junior All Blacks in New Plymouth on Saturday.

The Saracens winger has scored two tries in as many games for Tonga during their summer campaign but he keeps his place despite new coach Adam Leach shuffling his pack as he bids to look at as many players as possible in the build up to the country's World Cup qualification campaign.

The next stage of Tonga's World Cup bid is a home-and-away tie against the Cook Islands, with the first match in Rarotonga next week, when Tonga have a bye in the Five Nations. 

The Tongans are unbeaten after their first two matches in the Pacific tournament, beginning with a 57-16 victory over Japan in Fukuoka and then a 24-23 win over Fiji
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