
Saracens vs. Worcester Warriors
Sunday 26th November

Vicarage Road

Kick Off 14:00


Headline News… 
Play now, Play later…

The perfect gift for rugby playing children
This Christmas there is the opportunity to be involved on a Premier Rugby Camp with Saracens star players in attendance.  What better way to prepare for the Christmas break than 2 days of rugby under the guidance of qualified coaches and Guinness Premiership stars such as Andy Farrell, Thomas Castaignede, Richard Hill, Simon Raiwalui, Richard Haughton and Dave Seymour.  A great way to start the break as well as giving parents some time to prepare for Christmas!! 

Saracens are running courses at Letchworth and OMT’s (Croxley Green, Watford) both starting Thursday 21st and finishing Friday 22nd December. These courses both provide the chance to ‘play now’.

Alternatively if you are looking for a Christmas gift and wish to ‘play later’ why not book onto our most popular course being run in February; The Saracens Kicking Clinic. This will make a great Christmas present as your child will be taught the basic principles of all kicking involved in rugby by Saracens Coaching staff and professional players such as Glen Jackson (the Guinness Premierships leading point’s scorer) Thomas Castaignede and Andy Farrell. The Kicking Clinic will be run at OA’s rugby club on Monday 12th February.

If you are interested in any of our courses please see www.rugbycamps.com/saracens . Also keeps an eye out for our other courses being run this February that will be on sale from Monday 19th December.

Team News…

Top of the pile Jackson says it's all down to team work... 

Saracens' Glen Jackson may have stolen the headlines with his 17 points against Leicester Tigers on Sunday but the fly-half was quick to praise his colleagues in what in the end needed to be a fine collective team performance to earn the 22-16 win.

That now puts Jackson on 106 points in the Guinness Premiership scoring charts with a kicking success rate of 86 per cent – making him the leading points scorer in the competition.

But although it was a fine performance from Jackson and the squad, the final few minutes made for difficult viewing for the home supporters with the Tigers camped on the Saracens line.

“They have been one of the best and most consistent teams in the Premiership for a number of years so it was never going to be easy against them,” explained Jackson. “It was a good all round team performance and we did a pretty good job, although we did make hard work of it in the end.”

Jackson admitted that his heart has skipped a beat with just three minutes to go when he watched his long clearance kick downfield turn almost sideways and then go out of play in the dead ball area – bringing play back to inside the Saracens 22.

“It was going along nicely and then it just turned,” he added. “When I kicked it, I thought that was the game as it looked to be heading out of play deep in their half, but it was absolutely gut wrenching to see it go all that way and not go into touch. We needed a bit of luck at that time, but the boys did really well after that and collectively we held out.”

Jackson has quickly built up an understanding with his half-back partner Neil de Kock who turned in another impressive performance on Sunday.

Jackson said: “We’ve got three really good scrum halves at this club. Neil is playing well at the moment and we’re certainly getting a bit more quick ball than we were at the beginning of the year so that is probably making the job a bit easier. You have to take your hat off to him though, he’s a gutsy little fella and he’s playing outstandingly well for the club at the moment.”

The Kiwi fly-half also had a new name on his other side with Andy Farrell getting making his first team debut start in the inside centre position.

“Faz went well, even though it’s a tough first assignment to play against Leicester and come up against an All Black international in Darryl Gibson,” explained Jackson. “But he stood up to the job pretty well and also contributed a lot vocally in the midfield when perhaps we haven’t been doing that as well in recent weeks. But overall, he’ll be pretty happy with what he did.

“It was an very important win for us to keep up in the top six in the table. If we’d have lost, there would have been a little bit of a gap developing. We knew it was important to go out there and get the victory because of that. We’ve also concentrated hard on winning our home games this season and that’s been going well in the league. As long as we keep that up and get some points away from home, we can look forward to a good rest of the season.”
Gaffney happy to take four points... 

Saracens Director of Rugby Alan Gaffney was delighted with what he called an ‘enormous win’ over Leicester Tigers at Vicarage Road on Sunday.

The 22-16 victory the Tigers ended with a heart-stopping moment with the visitors held up over the line in the final play of the game, but a Richard Haughton try and 17 points from the boot of Glen Jackson lifted the Men In Black back into sixth place in the Guinness Premiership.

“It was enormous win for us,” explained Gaffney after the match. “Not just because we held on for the win and got the four points, but also because it lifted us back into the area of the Premiership that we want to be competing in. Leicester may have had a few players out and it was probably a good day to catch them so it’s not something we’re going to get too carried away with, but we’re delighted with the victory.

“I thought we played very well for the opening 40 minutes and probably could and should have been more in front. We had a lot of opportunities and played some good rugby. But we did need to be a lot cuter at the breakdown. Leicester flooded that area which meant we didn’t get the quick ball we would have liked.

“Our lineout creaked today and that’s not something that’s happened in recent weeks. We couldn’t generate enough consistent ball which made it hard for the backs. It was better in the first half and I thought the backs did well considering the limited scraps they had to work on.”

“Faz had a solid game,” added Gaffney. “He’s still learning the game and needs to work on things like alignment, when to come flat and the adjustments you need to make in certain situations. But he will learn these through experience. We working with him all the time but let’s not forget that we’ve only rested Ben Johnston today. He’s been playing very well this season and we have competition in that area.”

Farrell’s centre partner Kevin Sorrell turned in a Man of the Match performance. Not only was he solid in defence, but he also showed some great running lines. “We’ve been working with Kevin on that part of his game this season and it’s something he’s taken on board. He showed some great running lines and was attacking their players straight up the middle. That’s what we wanted.”

Leicester coach Pat Howard was adamant after the game that his side had scored with the final play of the game. “The referee didn’t give it so it wasn’t a try,” added Gaffney. “I didn’t think the luck was going to be with us when Glen Jackson cleared that ball down the line with three minutes to go. It was a magnificent kick and looked to be heading into touch, but it then did an off-break. Thankfully we were able to hold out for the win.”
Player News… 

Census checks in for check up...

Supporters at Monday night’s Guinness A-League game may have spotted a new face in the crowd with Census Johnston watching his Saracens team mates in action for the first time.

The 24-year-old prop, who was a second half replacement for the Pacific Islands against Wales on Saturday, has been released from the national squad after picking up a finger injury in the game. So he took the opportunity to visit the Training Centre during the day and watch the game against Wasps.

“It’s good to have him with us and he’s a great guy,” said Director of Rugby Alan Gaffney. “It’s obviously disappointing news about his finger injury. He’s seeing a specialist tonight (Tuesday) but from initial reports, it looks like he’s either ruptured the tendons in his finger along with either breaking or dislocating it. We’ll find that out when the results come back but as a worse case scenario, it’s something that could put him out for six to eight weeks which is obviously very frustrating.

“He didn’t realise it had actually happened. He got it caught in the jersey of one of the Wales players while making a tackle and when he went down to set for the next scrum, he couldn’t bind and looked down to see his finger at a right angle. It’s not something he’s in a lot of pain with, it’s just that he can’t grip.

“We’ll assess where he is after seeing the specialist and he’ll spend a few days with us for treatment. He was always due to fly home to New Zealand after the Pacific Islands tour to pack up his things from home and then he’ll join up with us in the first week of December. With the injury, the one good thing is that he can continue to work aerobically. I’m not too worried about his upper body strength and not being able to do weights. He is a huge man as anyone who saw him last night would have noticed!

“But we’ll be able to keep him pretty fit and we also have to bear in mind that he hasn’t had a break from rugby. He’s played right through the season with Biarritz, the summer Pacific Islands series and then the domestic New Zealand rugby season, but he’s said he doesn’t want a break and that’s the kind of guy he is. He’s a good trainer and has a fantastic attitude.”
Community News… 

Training Ground Open Day…
On Wednesday November 22nd the training ground will once again open its doors for a behind the scenes insight into how the Saracens players operate. 

The ‘Open Day’ is an opportunity to have a tour of all the facilities the Saracens players and coaching staff use. There is a chance to view the weights room and gain an update on the players training from Strength and Conditioning Coach Nigel Ashley Jones. After an insight to the facilities the attendees will witness the players in full training as they take to the pitch in preparation for the Worcester Warriors game. 

During the session there will be a chance to quiz the coaching staff of Alan Gaffney, Richard Graham and Adrian Kennedy about the session and plans for the future.

This unique opportunity is only to coaches from Saracens Partner Clubs and aims to provide those in attendance with new coaching drills, principles and techniques. If you are interested in attending the Open Day please email richardgregg@saracens.net stating your club and coaching position. If you are not involved with a Saracens Partner Club and would like to find out more of how you can get involved please call 01923 204 602.
Coach the Coaches…

After the recent success of Mark Mapletofts ‘Coach the Coaches’ Kicking Clinic, we would like to inform you of our next session. 

The next evening will focus on ‘Creating Space in the Modern Game’.  The evening will be led by Matt Davies who coaches the Saracens Academy and will provide an hour’s lecture outlining the principles involved and an additional hour practical that will supply those in attendance with new drills and coaching ideas to take back to their clubs.

The evening will take place on Tuesday 5th December at the University of Hertfordshire, Hatfield and will run from 18:00 till 21:00. 

If you are involved with a Saracens partner club and would like to attend either the Open Day or ‘Coach the Coaches’ session please contact richardgregg@saracens.net. If you are not involved with a Saracens partner Club and would like know how you could benefit from our Open Days or ‘Coach the Coaches’ sessions please call 01923 204 602

Other News…

Parma tickets now on sale... 

Tickets for Saracens European Challenge Cup fixture at GRAN Parma on Saturday 16th December have now gone on general sale.

Capacity at the Sergio Lanfranchi Stadium is 3,600 and tickets are on sale now priced £8 for adults and £7 for juniors.

Call the Ticket Team on 01923 475222 for more information
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