	
Saracens vs. Leicester Tigers
Sunday 12th November
Vicarage Road

Kick Off 15:00


Headline News… 
Farrell to play against South Africa... 

Andy Farrell and Fabio Ongaro have both been released to play for the World XV when they meet South Africa at the Walkers Stadium on Sunday 3rd December, kick off 3pm.

Although Saracens are in action two days earlier against Wasps in the EDF Energy Cup at Vicarage Road, Director of Rugby Alan Gaffney felt that with the current strength in depth at the club, both players would benefit greatly from the match against the Springboks which marks the end of their Autumn test tour.

Gaffney said: “This is a terrific opportunity for Andy to continue his development and test himself at the very highest level against international opposition. Andy will be given a run out in the inside centre position during the game and facing South Africa will only be of benefit to him in the long run. We will be without Fabio for much of the autumn anyway and with Matt Cairns and Shane Byrne also in the first team squad, this will give him more game time. If we were to have a number of injuries then it’s something we may review nearer the time, but we’re happy to release them for what is effectively a test match.”

The match, announced earlier this month, will form part of the overseas tour centenary celebrations of Springbok rugby and will be the final fixture of South Africa’s Autumn international tour of the UK and Ireland. It was 100 years ago that the Springboks played their first overseas match against a Midland Counties team in Leicester so it’s fitting that they should return to the City for the final match of their tour.

Other names confirmed for the game include Springbok internationals Brent Russell and Breyton Paulse, All Black Justin Marshall and Wales’ Michael Owen. And Farrell is set to be joined in the backline by another famous rugby league convert with Ryan Cross, who recently switched codes in Australia to join the Western Force, also in the squad.

Given the interest in the World XV last time around, Saracens are pleased to be able to provide a ticket booking service for their supporters – and everyone who buys a ticket through the Saracens Ticket Office by Wednesday 22nd November will be entered into a draw to win a full set of World XV kit in a World XV kit bag.

Ticket prices range from £20-£35, with a £3.50 booking fee per transaction. (Please note that no concession prices are being offered). To book your tickets, and to be entered into our fantastic draw, please call the Saracens Ticket Team on 01923 475222

Team News…

Castaignede stars in Tigers victory... 

There’s less than two weeks to go before Saracens face Leicester Tigers at Vicarage Road for what promises to be another in a long line of hard-fought and close matches between the two sides.

Last year, the Tigers edged the match 13-12, but in the season before, it was the Men In Black who were victorious, winning 19-17. And in the 2003/04 season, the two teams drew 19-19. So with a win, draw and a defeat for each team in the past three years, it all up for grabs on Sunday 12th November, kick off 3pm. Tickets for the game are on sale now – so book up to avoid missing out on the best seats.

In the build up to the match, we’ll be taking a look back at clashes between the two sides and this week it’s the game that took place on 17th April 2005 in front of 16,812 fans. Saracens went into the game needing a win to keep up their hopes of qualifying for a Heineken Cup spot while Leicester had one eye on a European semi-final the following week against Toulouse and the imminent retirement of captain Martin Johnson.

Johnson was to hit the headlines for all the wrong reasons with he and Ben Russell sent to the sin bin for fighting midway through the second half – that following referee Chris White’s decision to red card Martin Corry for an elbow on Richard Hill in the opening period.
Thomas Castaignède was the Saracens' hero, supplying all the points with a try, conversion and four penalties. Hooker George Chuter responded with the Leicester try, while Andy Goode kicked four penalties but narrowly missed with a crucial drop-goal effort midway through the second half.

Saracens had handed Hill his first start since October after the England flanker completed his recovery from knee reconstruction.

Saracens were three points to the good early on after Castaignede's opening penalty and the Frenchman added the opening try midway through the half.The score was created by former rugby league star Tevita Vaikona's off-load in midfield with Dan Harris' assist allowing Castaignede to cut inside Sam Vesty, go under the posts and convert.

Leicester hit back straight away, when Goode found Chuter wide on the left and the hooker dummied past some static defenders on a 25metre gallop to the corner.

The Tigers were on the attack again until Corry's blow on Hill led to both Lions leaving the field - Hill to the blood-bin for 10 minutes and Corry permanently after being shown the red card by White. 

Despite being reduced to 14 men, Leicester continued to press and turned their domination into points thanks to Goode's accuracy in front of goal.The fly-half calmly added penalties in the 31st, 38th and 40th minutes to nudge the Tigers into a 14-10 interval lead.

Although Castaignede responded with a penalty immediately after the break, Goode continued to keep Saracens on the back foot with his kicking out of hand.

He had a drop-goal effort ruled out after referee White consulted the video replay but made no mistake with a 63rd minute penalty from the halfway line.But the tide turned when Castaignede replied to leave his side trailing by a single point going into the last 15 minutes and the game boiled over again.

Replacement flanker Russell hauled Johnson out of a maul and they traded blows before White sent both to the sin-bin, leaving Leicester with 13 men and Saracens with 14 going into the last 10 minutes.

A fourth Castaignede penalty put his side 19-17 up five minutes from time and, although he missed with a last-minute shot at goal, Leicester had run out of steam until Johnson returned to direct a furious assault in the dying seconds
Player News… 

Hill passes first test with flying colours... 

Saracens' Richard Hill got his first taste of rugby action for 16 months on Monday night and the flanker came through the test with flying colours.

Although he admitted to feeling a bit sore this morning, he reported no problems following his 40 minutes of action in the A-Team’s 43-12 victory over Northampton Saints at Old Albanians.

“I’m feeling well and I’ve not woken up with any problems and I’m not even feeling as stiff as I would have expected, but that may well be a different story when I wake up on Wednesday morning,” he explained. “It was a great feeling to get back in action again and now I’ve got through that, I can look forward to playing more games and building up my fitness but it’s not something that’s going to be rushed.”

Hill was at the centre of the opening Saracens try as the forwards drove towards the Northampton line from a lineout, but although it appeared that Hill got the final touchdown at the bottom of a pile of bodies, he confirmed it was actually Tom Audley who should be credited with the score.

Saracens are next in A-Team action on Monday 13th November when Hill will look to continue his comeback from injury with London Wasps the visitors to Old Albanians in the Guinness A League. Kick off is 7.30pm.
Community News… 

Bishops Stortford Rugby Camp a success... 

Last week Saracens held their most recent Premier Rugby Camp at Bishops Stortford Rugby Club. The camp lasted three days from Wednesday to Friday and although the pitches provided some muddy conditions to train in, the weather was excellent (for October) and provided a great opportunity for those in attendance to develop in all areas of the game.

Saracens would like to congratulate Edward Humphreys, Michael Gratfon and Keelan Joslin who all received a ‘Player of the Day’ award for their hard work and development on each day. The ‘Player of the Camp’ was awarded to Ollie Palmer who showed some excellent development in various areas of the game; his tackling technique was superb throughout and Saracens would like to congratulate Ollie on receiving the award. 

Saracens Premier Rugby Camps provide an opportunity to mix with some of the best players in the Guinness premiership and develop rugby skills in a fun and enjoyable environment. There is plenty of opportunity to book onto our future courses this December at which you will be able to receive tips and advice from Saracens Players and professional coaches. For future Saracens Premier Rugby camps please click here or email richardgregg@saracens.net
De Kock enjoying his new partnership... 

Scrum half Neil de Kock scored two tries in a Man of the Match performance against Narbonne on Saturday and it’s hard to believe that the Springbok international only joined the Men In Black just over a month ago such has been his quick transition to the English game.

His scores against Narbonne helped the side to a 37-20 bonus point victory in the European Challenge Cup and it also means the side now have three successive victories as they prepare to return to Guinness Premiership action against Gloucester on Saturday.

“We’re starting to build some momentum which is giving everyone a good feeling,” explained de Kock. “The guys were telling me before the game that it’s very difficult to win in France so we’re all really happy – especially to get the bonus point and we’re all looking forward to the weekend now.

“It’s been a while since I’ve scored two tries in a match so that was very pleasing. The weather made for good playing conditions on Saturday and there are a few things that I and the team need to work on. But overall we’re pretty happy with the result.

“The good thing was that we controlled the game a lot better than we have in recent weeks. We weren’t able to do it all the way through and we still gave them too much of a sniff and allowed them to get back into the game – especially in the period just after half time. We got our composure back though and that showed through in the end – especially with the penalty try we scored. We still have a long way to go, but I think that we’ve seen over the past few weeks that we’ve been able to take control of games and are looking forward to the matches ahead.”

And that controlling of games has much to do with the partnership that he and Glen Jackson have forged.

“Glen is a top class player and a really good communicator on the field,” added de Kock. “Because of that, it makes it a lot easier for the scrum half. He managed the game well on Saturday by kicking to the corners and driving them back into their own 22 and I really enjoy playing with him. He’s got a pivotal role in this team and he’s playing really well and having a good season.”

Usually it can take some time for players to adapt to the English game when they move from the Southern Hemisphere, but the 10-times capped international has settled in almost immediately.

“It’s a different style of play in England, but I think I’ve been lucky in regard to having pretty good weather conditions in the last few weeks,” he added. “It will get harder when the conditions start to turn, but I’m really enjoying playing here and the guys have made it easy for me to settle in.”

And de Kock also had special praise for the supporters who made the trip to Narbonne.

He said: “It’s the first time I’ve experienced something like that with so many traveling fans and they were fantastic. We could hear them all through the game and it looked like they were enjoying themselves – especially at the final whistle. They all waited outside for us after the game and gave us a great reception which was really nice. It was great to have so many of them travel across to cheer us on and I’d like to say thanks to all of them for making the trip, the players really appreciate it.”
Other News… 
Saracens Premier Rugby Fan Survey 2006/7 

This is your chance to tell us your views and opinions and opinions about your club and premiership rugby… with the chance to win a pair of hospitality tickets to the Guinness Premiership Final.
 We strongly value your support and would like to give you the opportunity to tell us what you think about your club and the Guinness Premiership.

Premier Rugby are working jointly with the 12 Guinness Premiership clubs to gather your views and opinions. This is vital in helping us grow and develop the Guinness Premiership, whilst retaining the aspects of the game that make it so special.

The questionnaire is easy to complete and will take about 15 minutes of your time. Please complete the survey within 2 weeks of receiving this email to ensure entry into the prize draw. To complete the survey, simply follow the instructions and read each question carefully before answering. 

To take part please click here.
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